The Seven Churches of Revelation

Smyrna - Pergamum - Thyatira
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Teaching Purpose

Three letters, three different spiritual conditions
Suffering is not failure

Fidelity must resist compromise
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Geography of the Seven Churches

Ephesus = Smyrna = Pergamum — Thyatira
Roman Asia and a plausible circular route

Read the letters as historically situated messages
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Smyrna: Rich Though Poor

Revelation 2:8-11
Yeshua knows their tribulation and poverty

Their true riches are spiritual
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Suffering Is Not Failure

Hardship does not prove abandonment
The faithful may endure persecution

Look to Yeshua’s knowledge and promises
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A Different Measure of Wealth

James 2:5 - Luke 6:20
Dependence and humility over self-reliance

Avoid treating prosperity as a spiritual scoreboard
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Testing and Perseverance

“Do not fear” amid coming trials
The call is faithfulness unto death

The promised crown of life
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Overcoming Through Faith

John 16:33 - 1 John 5:4-5
Yeshua has overcome the world

Faith in Him sustains endurance
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The Second Death

Revelation 2:11; 20:14-15
The second death is linked to the lake of fire

The speaker’s model of its operation is interpretation
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Fire and Judgment

Isaiah 66:15-16
1 Corinthians 3:11-15
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10

Distinguish judgment from testing of works
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Pergamum: Faith Amid Pressure

Revelation 2:12-17
A hostile religious and civic setting

Antipas is called a faithful witness
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Where Satan’s Throne Is

Possible associations with local idolatry and imperial worship
Scripture does not identify one monument

Discern historical evidence from speculation
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Holding Fast to Yeshua

Pergamum did not deny His name
Yet some tolerated compromised teaching

Commendation and warning coexist
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The Doctrine of Balaam

Revelation 2:14
Numbers 25 and 31

|dolatrous feasting and sexual compromise
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Compromise as a Shortcut

Balaam illustrates a desire for gain
Short-term benefit cannot justify disobedience

Examine motives behind decisions
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Church Leadership and Incentives

Approval, attendance and donations can distort priorities
Gentle truth matters more than maintaining an image

Avoid unsupported accusations
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Correcting With Gentleness

Galatians 6:1-2
Restore rather than humiliate

Examine yourself while helping others
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Thyatira: Commendation

Revelation 2:18-19
Love - service - faith - perseverance

Later works surpass earlier works
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Thyatira: Warning

Revelation 2:20-23
Self-proclaimed prophetic authority
Tolerating corrupting instruction

This Teaching stops mid-study
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Compare the Three

Smyrna — remain faithful under trials
Pergamum — refuse compromise

Thyatira — combine service with discernment
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Discussion and Personal Reflection

Have | mistaken suffering for rejection?
Where do incentives challenge truth?

Am | correcting others with gentleness?
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Further Study and Continuation

Read Revelation 2:8-29
Compare the next FTAP Seven Churches Teaching

Test each interpretation by context
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Teaching Conclusion

Yeshua knows both the pressures and the faithfulness of His people.

Remain faithful, discern truth, and refuse compromise.
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